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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 
This office action is in response to amendment filed on 06/13/05. The amendment filed 
on 06/13/05 have been entered and made of record. Therefore, presently pending claims are 1-6 
and 8-21. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 06/13/05 have been ftiUy considered but they are not 
persuasive because of following reasons. 

Applicant argued that Wiedemer does not disclose using the invention to gain access to 
the personal computer. This is not found persuasive. The system of Wiedemer as disclosed in 
Fig. 1 is modified to control access to the resources that are on the PC. The applicant asserts that 
the system of Wiedemer is for "Billing system for computer software." Thus the system controls 
access to computer software. Therefore the reference is broad enough to teach the software as an 
operating system. An operating system controls the allocation and usage of hardware resources 
such as memory, central processing unit time, disk space, and peripheral devices. The operating 
system is the foundation on which applications are built. As a result if there is no access to the 
operating system, there is no access to the computer. 

The applicant argued fiirther that the motivation provided by the Examiner for combining 
Wiedemer with Fox is the following: "at the time the invention was made, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to monitor and then billing for the use of 
applications on a computer as in Wiedemer in the system of Fox." This is not persuasive since 
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the motivation provided by the examiner is that the combination of the system of Fox using the 
monitor and billing processes of Wiedermer because it would provide information as to the 
resources used by personnel. The examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be estabUshed 
by combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where 
there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the references 
themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re 
Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and/w re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 
USPQ2d 1941 (Fed, Cir. 1992). 

The examiner asserts that Fox, Wiedemer, and Barritz do teach or suggest the subject 
matter broadly recited in independent Claims 1, 11, and 16. Dependent Claims 2-6, 8-10, 12-15, 
and 17-21 are also rejected at least by virtue of their dependency on independent claims and by 
other reason set forth in this office action. Accordingly, rejections for claims 1-6 and 8-21 are 
respectfully maintained. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4, 6, and 8-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fox (4,095,739) in view of Wiedemer (5,047,928) and Barritz (EP 0 854 421 Al). 
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In reference to claims 1 and 16, Fox discloses a security system that provides access to a 
remote location by personnel who insert a coded data card (abstract). The system includes 
detecting a coupling of a portable storage device to the CA computer (remote terminals; column 
3 lines 7-10), the storage device having stored therein an access code (identification number) for 
indicating whether an individual is authorized to temporarily access the CA computer (remote 
terminal) and information (column 3 lines 9-36). The system determines whether the individual 
is authorized to temporarily access the CA computer, based on the access code (identification 
number; column 3 lines 24-37). 

However Fox does not expressly disclose modifying the CA, monitoring the CA, and 
automatically providing the bill. 

Wiedemer discloses a method and system for providing access to an application running 
on the user computer and therefore the system provides access to the computer (Fig. 1). The 
reference is broad enough to teach the software as an operating system. An operating system 
controls the allocation and usage of hardware resources such as memory, central processing unit 
time, disk space, and peripheral devices. The operating system is the foundation on which 
applications are built. As a result if there is no access to the operating system, there is no access 
to the computer. The system detecting the coupling of a portable storage device to the CA 
computer (column 5 lines 47-50), the storage device having stored therein an access code for 
indicating whether the user is authorized to temporarily access the CA computer and information 
(Fig. 1 Part 18 and 20). The system determines whether the individual is authorized to 
temporarily access the CA computer, based on the key. The user has to have the right key to 
gain access to the data, which runs on the personal computer. As a result the systems determines 
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whether the individual is authorized to temporarily (charge per-use) access the CA computer, 
based on the key stored in the security module. Wiedemer discloses monitoring the activity of at 
least one of the individual and the CA computer, until the storage device is de-coupled from the 
CA computer (column 13 lines 7-11). When the device is de-coupled the device will detect that 
the user is no longer authorized, since that authorization information is stored on the portable 
device. The system then generates a bill based on said monitoring (column 6 lines 16-55) and 
automatically providing the bill to a predetermined billing mechanism (column 6 Unes 28-3 1). 
The access code (key) disclosed by Wiedemer is stored in the storage device (security module) 
and indicates whether the individual is authorized to temporarily use any of the plurality of 
application programs associated with the CA computer, and which of the plurality of application 
programs such authorization is provided thereto (column 7 lines 28-35). The key from the 
external code is used to decipher the Application program therefore only the person with the 
security module, and therefore the key, can use the appHcation. The billing module is unique to 
each individual computer (column 7 lines 45-50). The PC is known to be able to run a plurality 
of applications; as a result, the device disclosed by Wiedemer provides access to a particular 
Application by providing the key. 

Wiedemer does not disclose the information in the portable system comprising computing 
preferences of the individual and modifying the CA computer. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to monitor and then billing for the use of appUcations on a computer as in 
Wiedmer in the system of Fox. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do 
this because it would provide information as to the resources used by personnel. 
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Fox and Wiedemer does not disclose the information in the portable system comprising 
computing preferences of the individual and modifying the CA computer in accordance with the 
information stored in the storage device. 

Barritz discloses a system for gathering information to personalize computers available 
for public use (page 2 column 1-2). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to employ the teachings of gathering information to personalize the host computer 
disclosed by Barritz within the system disclosed by Fox. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
have been motivated to do this because using walk-up computers effectively requires certain 
configuration settings and user-related information must be established (Barritz column 1 lines 
35-45). 

In reference to claim II, Fox discloses a security system that provides access to a remote 
location by personnel who insert a coded data card (abstract). The system includes detecting a 
coupling of a portable storage device to the CA computer (remote terminals; column 3 lines 7- 
10), the storage device having stored therein an access code (identification number) for 
indicating whether an individual is authorized to temporarily access the CA computer (remote 
terminal) and information (column 3 hnes 9-36). The system determines whether the individual 
is authorized to temporarily access the CA computer, based on the access code (identification 
number; column 3 lines 24-37). 

However Fox does not expressly disclose modifying the CA, monitoring the CA, and 
automatically providing the bill. 
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Wiedemer discloses a method and system for providing access to an application running 
on the user computer and therefore the system provides access to the computer (Fig. 1). 
Wiedemer discloses a method of generating a user account by coupling to the CA computer a 
portable storage device (column 3 lines 60-63) and indicating that the individual is authorized to 
temporarily access the CA computer (column 5 lines 1-5 in combination with column 5 lines 56- 
60 and column 7 lines 44-49). The external code is unique to each computer as well as providing 
access to the appUcation that runs on the computer, therefore providing access to the computer 
(Fig, 1 part 10). The method fiirther includes determining whether the individual is authorized to 
temporarily access the CA computer, based on the access code (column 5 Unes 55-58). The key 
is used for decryption of the application and hence access to the computer to run the application. 
This results in providing temporary access to the CA computer (column 8 lines 3-4), charge per 
use is temporary dependant on the balance on the billing module, and monitoring activity of at 
least one of the individual and the CA computer, when the individual is authorized to temporarily 
access the CA computer (column 13 lines 7-11). The monitoring is terminated and a bill 
automatically generated, using the monitoring, when the storage device is de-coupled from the 
CA computer; and automatically providing the bill to a predetermined billing mechanism 
(column 8 lines 3-20). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to monitor and then billing for the use of applications on a computer as in 
Wiedmer in the system of Fox. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do 
this because it would provide information as to the resources used by personnel. 
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Fox and Wiedemer does not disclose the information in the portable system comprising 
computing preferences of the individual and modifying the CA computer in accordance with the 
information stored in the storage device. 

Barritz discloses a system for gathering information to personalize computers available 
for public use (page 2 column 1-2), 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to employ the teachings of gathering information to personaUze the host computer 
disclosed by Barritz within the system disclosed by Wiedemer. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to do this because using walk-up computers effectively requires 
certain configuration settings and user-related information must be established (Barritz column 1 
lines 35-45). 

In reference to claims 2 and 17, Wiedemer generates the bill by generating an activity log 
based on said monitoring and converting the activity log into the bill (column 6 Unes 16-55). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to monitor and then billing for the use of appUcations on a computer as in 
Wiedmer in the system of Fox, One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do 
this because it would provide information as to the resources used by personnel. 

In reference to claims i, 72, and 18, Wiedemer further suggests inhibiting temporary 
access to the CA computer, when the individual is not authorized to access the CA computer 
(column 8 Unes 3-20). The host computer only permits access only when presented with the key 
in the IC card (billing module). 
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At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to monitor and then billing for the use of applications on a computer as in 
Wiedmer in the system of Fox. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do 
this because it would provide information as to the resources used by personnel. 

In reference to claim 4, the portable storage device comprises a PCMCIA card. Fox 
discloses a system that uses data (column 3 lines 7-10). PCMCIA card add in cards are used for 
storing data. 

In reference to claims 6 and 19, the predetermined billing mechanism disclosed by 
Wiedemer suggests that it is associated with one of a user account and a credit card (column 8 
lines 16-18). Credit-worthy customers have credit extended to them, as is the function of the 
credit card; and therefore the system includes user accounts. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to monitor and then billing for the use of applications on a computer as in 
Wiedmer in the system of Fox. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do 
this because it would provide information as to the resources used by personnel. 

In reference to claim 13, wherein the access code stored in the storage device further 
indicates whether the individual is authorized to temporarily use any of the plurality of 
application programs associated with the CA computer, and which of the plurality of application 
programs such authorization is provided thereto (column 2 lines 30-41). 

In reference to claims 5, 14, and 21, wherein the method further comprises the steps of: 
determining whether the individual is authorized to temporarily use any of the plurality of 
application programs associated with the CA computer, based on the access code (column 7 lines 



Application/Control Number: 09/387,452 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2135 

28-60); and providing temporary access to the application programs associated with the CA 
computer for which authorization is indicated, when the individual is authorized to temporarily 
use any of the plurality of application programs associated with the CA computer (column 8 
lines 3-20). The user is granted temporary use because the system is a charge per-use; the user is 
only given access for what they have paid for. The key that is provided to the user determines 
the access to the applications. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to monitor and then billing for the use of applications on a computer as in 
Wiedmer in the system of Fox, One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do 
this because it would provide information as to the resources used by personnel. 

In reference to claims 9, 15, and 20, the method wherein the portable storage device 
further stores therein application programs associated with the individual, and said step of 
providing temporary access to the CA computer further comprises the step of providing 
temporary access to the application programs stored in the portable storage device for execution 
by the CA computer. The application program disclosed by Wiedemer is stored on the floppy 
disc, which is portable (Fig. 1 part 12). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to consolidate the portable device and the information installed on the disc. One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because it would reduce the 
number of portable devices that the user must keep track of and therefore make it simpler for the 
user to keep the portable devices safe. 
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In reference to claim 10, Wiedemer further suggests the step of providing the individual 
with a user account by writing the access code to the portable storage device, before said step of 
determining whether the individual is authorized to temporarily access the CA computer. 
Wiedemer only provides the code in the case that the user has enough credit to use the 
application and therefore authorization to use the appUcation. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to monitor and then billing for the use of applications on a computer as in 
Wiedmer in the system of Fox. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do 
this because it would provide information as to the resources used by personnel. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fox, Wiedemer, 
and Barritz as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of the Microsoft Computer 
dictionary. 

Fox does not expressly disclose the PCMCIA card having flash memory. 
The Microsoft Computer dictionary discloses flash memory being available as a PC Card 
plugged into a PCMCIA slot (page 199). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to use flash memory as disclosed in the Microsoft computer dictionary in the PCMCIA 
card disclosed by Fox. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this 
because this is commonly done (Microsoft page 199). 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paula W. KUmach whose telephone number is (571) 272-3854. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon to Thr 9:30 a.m to 5:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfial, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached on (571) 272-3859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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